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How do I know God is calling me? How can I respond to God's call? Does "vocation" include more than what 
I do to earn a living? Must I be ordained to live out my Christian vocation? 

AN ESSAY FOR GROUP DISCUSSION: This resource is on& an introduction to the topics of call and vocation, but can 
be used to initiate exploration and discussion. The rubrics (page 5) suggest a process for groups of four, bur alternatives 
could be devised for different arrangements, includingpersonal refection. Erperience indicates thatpersons in ear& inquiry 
have different issues and observations from those in later inquiry. 

For Christians, VOCATION has a much deeper meaning than simply noting where one works ...what one do =...and 
how much one is paid. The word comes from the Latin vocare (to call, summons) which suggests that vocation is 
a calling from someone - @ someone - for some purpose. As Christians, our VOCATION is focused on the call 
from God in Christ to us for living faithfully in who we are and what we do. Thus, VOCATION for Christians 
includes both our being and our doing as we respond to God's call and is expressed in our relationships and 
community, in our utilization of our God-given talents, and in our daily work. A Christian may be occupied at the 
same task as a non-Christian, but have a very different sense of call and purpose. The word VOCATION also 
invites us to reflect on the theological meaning of our chosen daily work / occupation / profession by emphasizing 
how we serve and give ...rather than on what we receive for our labors. 

Throughout history, people of faith have experienced a sense of call from God which has placed demands and 
opportunities on their lives. Sometimes this calling has been expressed in general categories to the community of 
faith: "do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God" (Micah 6:8, NRSV). At other times, this calling 
has been quite specific: 

"Go from your country ..." (Genesis 12:l-4), 
I 

"Come, I will send you to Pharaoh..." (Exodus 3 & 4), 
I "Make the mind of this people dull..." (Isaiah 6), 
j "And now, you will conceive in your womb..." (Luke 1:26-56), 
I 
I "Follow me, and I will make you fish for people." (Matthew 4:18-22)' 
I 

"...that I might proclaim [God] among the Gentiles..." (Galatians 1). 

Whether general or specific ...to community or individual ...CHRISTIAN VOCATION includes both the summons 
from God ...and the response by the one being called. Scripture records a number of those who heard and followed 
God's call, as well as several who turned away. Like the rich ruler hearing the call to "go, sell what you own...then 
come, follow me," (Mark 10:17-22, NRSV), there are those who have been unwilling to commit themselves to the 
risk and cost of discipleship ...and have turned away from their calling. 

Too often the societal demands for occupational success have overridden the call from God for vocational 
faithfulness. In the statement on "Christian Life and WorkVrom A Brief Statement of Belief the demands of 
discipleship are expressed in terms of our call to be servants of God in all of life. This statement says much about 
VOCATION for the Church, for the ordained ministry (ministers, elders, deacons) and for individual Christians: 

i . 

%. 



CONSIDERING YOUR CALL AND VOCATION 101 

Each Christian is called to be a servant of God in all of life, so that we must seek God's will for the 
work we do and for the manner in which we do it. Christian vocation may be found in any work 
where our own abilities and interests best meet the legitimate needs of God's world. The Church is 
charged under God with the obligation to seek out the most responsible and effective Christian 
leadership. It is the special role of the ordained ministry, including elders and deacons, to perform 
particular services in the life of the Church and to strengthen every Christian in the discharge of the 
responsibilities of the priesthood of all believers in the Church and the world. For [each] Christian, 
all life becomes significant as [we do our] daily work with dedication and diligence out of love for God 
and for [our] neighbor. (A Brief Stdement of Fakh, 1962, Presbyterian Church (U.S.)) 

The Reformed tradition has long held that God's call is neither limited to those who become Ministers of 
Word and Sacrament ... nor restricted to occupational issues. of God's people are called ... and all of life 
is subject to that call. Thus, any person sensing a call from God needs to be open to the variety of 
ministries for which s h e  has been gifted. The breadth of Christian vocation, including areas often 
overlooked, is declared in "The Directory for Worship" of the Book of Order (Presbyterian Church (USA.)):  

Every one of us needs to hear and remember this good news: God calls a people ... to believe in Jesus 
Christ ... to follow in discipleship ... to use gifts and abilities in service..in personhood..household..daily 
work..community. This is our calling in all its complexity and possibility. And from this call to believe in, 
to follow, and to use...we must begin to discern the ways we can faithfully respond. We need to be alert 
to the variety and breadth of God's call. 










